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Table 1 shows the score of the multi-criteria assessment and whether the options has been shortlisted. The 
options are colour-coded as follows. 

The option has been shortlisted , as there is evidence that it 
can feasibly deliver the service needs and benefits sought  

The option has not been shortlisted , as there is evidence showing that 
the option will not deliver the service needs and benefits sought as 
well as other identified options .  However, there may be factors that 
change over time which could increase the value o f the option  

The option has been referred to  the state government for 
further investigation and implementation  

The option has not been shortlisted , as there is significant evidence 
that the option will not deliver the service needs and benefits sought  

Table 1: Results of the multi -criteria assessment of options  

Option  
number  

Option  Multi -criteria analysis  

1 Construct a re-regulating weir on the Boyne 
River  

MCA score = 3.70 
This option provides a substantive increase in reliability for 
existing allocations to an area of high agricultural potential 
with risks relating to environmental impacts and 
affordability  
Shortlisted  

2A Raise Jones Weir  MCA score = 2.75 
This option does not deliver water to areas of highest 
demand and alone does not solve the identified problems 
in the area. However, in combination with other options it is 
considered in the shortlist as option 4I  
Not shortlisted  

2B Raise Jones Weir and build a pipeline to area of 
urban or irrigation demand  

MCA score = 2.15 
This option alone is insufficient to meet identified demand. 
However, in combination with other options it is considered 
in the shortlist as option 4I  
Not shortlisted  

3A Raise Claude Wharton Weir MCA score = 2.85 
This option does not deliver water to areas of highest 
demand and alone does not solve the identified problems 
in the area. However, in combination with other options it is 
considered in the shortlist as option 4I 
Not shortlisted  

3B Raise Claude Wharton Weir and build a pipeline 
to area of urban or irrigation demand  

MCA score = 2.55 
This option alone is insufficient to meet identified demand.  
However, in combination with other options it is considered 
in the shortlist as option 4 I 
Not shortlisted  

4A Up to 65,000  ML storage on Barambah Creek 
and irrigation network primarily for Coalstoun 
Lakes  

MCA score = 3.10 
This option provides the full amount of water demanded by 
a highly fertile agricultural area, although at higher cost 
and risk profile than alternative opti ons that deliver the 
same benefits.  
Shortlisted  

4B Build a pipeline from Paradise Dam to Coalstoun 
Lakes 

MCA score = 3.80 
This option provides the full amount of water demanded by 
a highly fertile agricultural area for a relatively low cost and 
low environmental impact  
Shortlisted  
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Option  
number  

Option  Multi -criteria analysis  

6 Flood harvesting from Barambah Creek into 
Bjelke-Petersen Dam 

MCA score = 2.35 
This option is relatively high-cost for a low-reliability water 
product that is unlikely to provide substantive economic 
benefits. The Water Plan constrains the total available 
water. This option requires the same water as option 5, 
which is considered a superior project, unless further water 
is made available. 
Not shortlisted  

7 Convert Gordonbrook Dam to irrigation use MCA score = 0.95 
This option increases the water security problem in South 
Burnett and imposes more stress on Boondooma Dam 
Not shortlisted  

8 Construct water recycling plant at Swickers 
facility in Kingaroy 

MCA score = 3.65 
This option provides new water to a highly productive 
industrial water user at a low cost, with minimal risk and 
having a positive environmental impact  
Shortlisted  

9A Tarong Power Station to source more of its water 
from Wivenhoe Dam (keep Gordonbrook Dam) 

MCA score = 3.15 
This option provides increased urban water security and 
improved quality to Kingaroy at a relatively low cost 
Shortlisted  

9B Tarong Power Station to source more of its water 
from Wivenhoe Dam (convert Gordonbrook to 
irrigation use and supplement urban supply with 
additional water allocation from Tarong Power 
Station) 

MCA score = 3.30 
This option provides increased urban water security and 
improved quality , to Kingaroy at a relatively low cost, and 
new water for agricultural users 
Shortlisted  

10A Tarong Power Station to source more of its water 
from manufactured water products (keep 
Gordonbrook Dam) 

MCA score = 2.70 
This option is a permutation of options 9B, 9A, and 10B, 
which are all progressing to the shortlist. Due to the high 
cost of manufactured water, this option is considered the 
least promising of the bundle  
Not shortlisted  

10B Tarong Power Station to source more of its water 
from manufactured water products ( convert 
Gordonbrook Dam to irrigation use and 
supplement urban supply with additional water 
allocation from Tarong Power Station) 

MCA score = 3.30 
This option provides increased urban water security and 
improved water quality to Kingaroy at a relatively low cost, 
and new water for agricultural users 
Shortlisted  

11 Remove the 70,000 ML cut-off rule in 
Boondooma Dam 

MCA score = 1.00 
This option removes a risk management mechanism for 
urban, industrial and energy generation security for limited 
tangible benefit  
Not shortlisted  

12 Raise Boondooma Dam MCA score = 1.65 
This option has relatively high cost, will provide limited 
yield and will not be able to recover a substantive portion 
of capital or operational costs. The dominant user, Tarong 
Power Station, is scheduled to shut in 2036. 
Not shortlisted  







 

14 
 

Option  Status Next steps Who When 
determining requirements for environmental 
approvals.    

Subject to the outcome of those 
investigations, determine whether it is 
appropriate to progress to a detailed 
business case. 

Build a pipeline from 
Paradise Dam to 
Coalstoun Lakes 

Proceed to detailed 
business case 

Prepare a scope to engage a suitably skilled 
and experienced consultant to lead the 
detailed business case, noting that an early 
activity for the business case is to further 
investigate the three options and seek to 
find one or two preferred options. However, 
this activity is highly dependent on the 
decisions regarding the future of  Paradise 
Dam and the water stored within the dam, 
which are yet to be made. 

The Coalstoun 
Lakes irrigators 
in conjunction 
with DNRME 

Immediately  

Up to 65,000  ML storage 
on Barambah Creek and 
irrigation  network 
primarily  for Coalstoun 
Lakes 

Raise Jones Weir; raise 
Claude Wharton Weir; 
build  a weir on the 
Burnett River and an 
irrigation  network 
primarily  for Coalstoun 
Lakes 

Construct a water 
recycling plant at 
Swickers facility in 
Kingaroy 

Continue to pursue 
funding 
opportuniti es 

 

Incorporate this 
project in the 25 -year 
Economic Blueprint 
for South Burnett   

Proceed with this project as part of the South 
Burnett Integrated Water Initiative . 

Confirm the commercial and technical terms 
of the proposed treatment plant with 
Swickers and provide any suggested 
refinements or improvements.  

Engage with state agencies, including Trade 
and Investment Queensland, Regional 
Development Australia and the Department 
of State Development, Tourism and 
Innovation as key stakeholders, on actions to 
advance this project.  

Work with Swickers to identify available state 
government funding to support the 
investment in the water treatment facility on 
the basis that it will facilitate business and 
employment growth. 

Work with Swickers to lodge suitable funding 
applications.  

Swickers and 
South Burnett 
Regional 
Council 

Immediately  

Greater utilisation of the 
Wivenhoe to Tarong 
pipeline (for Blackbutt 
irrigation)  

Commence 
commercial enquiries 
with Seqwater, 
Stanwell and other 
allocation holders  

 

Incorporate this 
project in the 25 -year 
Economic Blueprint 
for South Burnett   

Proceed with this project as part of the South 
Burnett Integrated Water Initiative . 

Undertake further investigation to identify 
any infrastructure requirements to deliver 
water from the centralised off -take to 
individual water users. 

Commence commercial enquiries with 
Seqwater regarding purchasing a volume of 
water from Wivenhoe Dam. 

Commence commercial enquiries with 
Stanwell regarding accessing the Wivenhoe 
pipeline. 

Blackbutt 
irrigators and 
South Burnett 
Regional 
Council 

Immediately  

 

 

Procure a permanent 
transfer of high priority 
water from the Tarong 
Power Station to secure 

Commence 
commercial enquires 
with Stanwell 

Proceed with this project as part of the South 
Burnett Integrated Water Initiative . 

Undertake further investigation in relation to 
the volume of additional high priority w ater 

South Burnett 
Regional 
Council 

Immediately  
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































