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We grow, produce and mine things
Unfortunately, those things can’t vote. 
Until now our voices have not been heard in 
earnest... even though we stand together, we are 
not loud enough...

Help us, help you by: 
Supporting Agriculture as a              

professional, worthwhile 
industry

Securing Sustainable Water 

Building a Strong 
Infrastructure Network

AS OUR POTENTIAL STATE GOVERNMENT 
REPRESENTATIVE, you must convince 
government to listen to our needs. 
We are all trying to prepare for 
future growth, however growth 
must not only be looked at 
in terms of population, 
but also the needs 
of that growing 
population.....

..... We consider food 
to be one of those 

very important needs. 
For agriculture in the North 

Burnett to achieve its full 
potential, we need governments 

to adopt the right policy settings and 
funding methodologies so our farmers 

can get on with the job of feeding our state, 
country and many consumers worldwide.  

Queensland is now 
the most valuable 

agricultural state 
in the country, 
producing almost 
a QUARTER of 

Australia’s food 
and fibre

WBBROC region 
(which includes North 

Burnett, South Burnett, 
Bundaberg, Fraser 
Coast and Gympie) 

is currently the 
largest population mass 
outside SEQ and will still 

hold the largest population 
mass outside SEQ into the future

is estimated to need 
to increase by 70% in 
order to feed a hungry     

world by 2050

Food Production

People eat food. People use resources, both 
natural and manmade. When people increase 
so does the need for food and resources.



 

 

1. Start valuing food over votes.  

Or else a lot of people in cities all over the world 

will go hungry. 

The North Burnett is fundamentally an agricultural based economy in terms of gross 

regional product (GRP) with almost 42% being attributed to Agriculture, Forestry and 

Fisheries. 

 

According to AgriFutures, Australian farms supply 93% of the food needs of the 

nation and produces enough food to feed 80 million people. In order to sustain this 

growth industry farmers need to be able to farm on large parcels of land, so think 

very carefully about vegetation management changes.                               

 

Farmers rely on the quality of their land for their prosperity and no one cares more 

about vegetation management than the farmer. Out here away from the city we 

value nature, we value the bees which pollinate our crops, we value the bugs which 

keep pests at bay, we value rain more than anyone may be able to comprehend, we 

certainly value good management of our land, and we value food as the essential 

and growing industry it is. 

 

The North Burnett is well positioned to increase exports into expanding global food 

markets and improve food security.  The unfortunate thing is, farming by its very 

nature needs acreage, which translates to:  we will never have the votes.  

 

In saying this, it is noted in the State Infrastructure Plan Part A: Strategy (March 

2016) that the Wide Bay Burnett, has the largest population in Queensland outside 

SEQ now and also into the future.  The North Burnett alongside South Burnett, 

Gympie, Fraser Coast and Bundaberg regions make up the growing populations of 

the Wide Bay Burnett. 

 

The primary production industry is a professional sector with generations of 

sustainable management practices being implemented, with proven understandings 

and care for the environmental impacts farming has on the land.  Primary producers 

lives depend on sustainability and you need to understand that yours does too.  
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2. To grow food, we need reliable 

water. 

So start investing in water security. 

Water is a hugely complex issue, we understand that (or at least we try to 

understand the 13 different governmental departments we must speak to about the 

subject). But there is no doubt – water equals jobs and growth.  

Just to make the point even clearer, without water security there will be job losses 

and negative growth.  Just earlier this year the North Burnett was looking at 900 jobs 

being lost as access to the water in the Boyne River catchment had been removed 

due to drought conditions. 

We have the land, we have the climate, we even have the water which falls from the 

sky. We just have to work out how to store this rain for the dry periods. 

Water doesn’t know, nor care for council or even state boundaries for that matter, 

so we ask you when considering any action, please allow for the catchment as a 

whole, consider all stakeholders and consider not just current needs but also future 

growth. 

 

Water is a valuable and limited resource with many competitive interests. Urban 

water has always been given a priority over irrigation water but make no mistake, 

without irrigation water there will be no need for urban water as no one will live 

here.  

 

WBBROC has made water security a priority project and stand united in addressing 

the needs of the entire region comprehensively and collaboratively.  Political cherry 

picking of water investments will not be tolerated. We need a holistic plan for the 

50-100 years to cater for growth not just within the Wide Bay region but growth 

worldwide, of which we all will benefit from, if we could just add water. 

 

The North Burnett needs our elected member to 

commit to the following: 

 The development of a sustainable plan to secure water to 

meet future agricultural demands. 
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3. To move food, we need 

infrastructure. 

So start investing in our roads and bridges.  

 

There’s no point in growing huge amounts of food in the North Burnett if we can’t 

transport it elsewhere (seriously, there’s only 10,000 of us so we couldn’t possibly 

eat it all).  The North Burnett is perfectly positioned between three sea ports and 

three international airports, all within a 250km radius. We connect to each one of 

these via road (we used to have rail, but that’s a story for another time). We actually 

have lots of roads; in fact we have the fifth largest local road network in QLD.  

 

Besides our local roads which we are ourselves trying to work out the best methods 

and practices to maintain within the budget we have your Burnett Highway is falling 

apart. It is certainly unsafe in many areas, particularly after rain. Your Monto-Mt 

Perry and Gayndah-Mt Perry roads are still not completely sealed (ludicrous as a 

State Road only 4 hours from the Brisbane CBD) and we are continually amazed that 

more people don’t have accidents on theses roads, lets also not forget that some of 

your bridges also need replacing. The current condition of these roads and bridges 

are impeding growth of the region.  

 

Many times we are told that our traffic count doesn’t suffice for investment in our 

road network, this infuriates us. If you are trying to work out where to ‘invest’ your 

money, if you are trying to work out where the best possible ‘bang for buck’ is, why 

are you counting cars and not calculating the value of the produce on the trucks? 

Furthermore, this value of produce extends much further than the farmer, who on 

many occasions is just the first link on a long supply chain.   

 

Without roads on which to transport our produce, nothing goes anywhere, no one 

gets paid, and no one has a job.  

 

Sometimes transport infrastructure is not about congestion and inconvenience, it is 

however always about safety, and sometimes it’s about the economic future of a 

region.  Regional roads carry produce, not people. Consider them differently for 

accurate results.  
 

The North Burnett needs our elected member to 

commit to the following: 

 Upgrade to the Boyne River Bridge 
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4. People don’t care who owns the 

road they are travelling on. 

So let’s work together more to align our plans. 

 

In regards to Heavy Vehicles (it should be obvious by now how much we rely on this 

type of transport), it concerns us that your strategic vision as set out in the upcoming 

release of the Heavy Vehicle Plan may not align as fully as it could have, if we had of 

worked together on this.  

 

We are currently studying the existing and future transport needs within our region 

and it is our belief that you also need this information if you are to make the most 

informed decisions possible about future investment on your state networks.  

 

Into the future we ask for greater alignment of planning by investing time and 

effort into active state and local partnerships. This will have the desired outcome of 

not just providing the State with localized information but will also help us not 

overinvest in areas where you are not prepared to invest along with us.  

 

It is in the best interests of all to place a focus on aligning our first and last miles to 

get the best bang for our combined infrastructure buck.  
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5. The State amalgamated 6 towns, 

but 3 of them are still connected 

via gravel State roads.  

This needs rectifying as it’s detrimentally affecting our 

economy and our social fabric. 

Transport and Main Roads (TMR) purpose is stated as ‘to bring Queensland closer 

together’, but we need you to understand this, we are also trying to get closer to 

each other within our own region.   

We have been told – we can’t seal them as you would use them more if we did. 

Yep, that’s right, we would use these roads more and so would a lot of tourists, 

visitors and transporters.  

We have been told – we can’t seal them as you don’t have 1500 cars per day traffic. 

Yep, right again, but please refer to our earlier economic argument. And if you want 

1500 cars in a day on these roads – just let us know which day and we will organize 

it.  

We have been told – we can’t seal them as they haven’t had enough accidents. 

This one just makes us sad. There is no way of recording near misses on these roads 

of which there are been countless incidents gone unreported. How many accidents is 

it going to take? 

One question that we need to ask you is “If these roads are not a priority, why have 

they been partly sealed already?”. See, we are just asking you to finish a job you 

started years ago. We don’t see it as a new argument, a new priority; we see it as an 

unfinished job.  

Please finish what you started and give the region a chance to grow alongside the 

rest of  Queensland.  

The North Burnett needs our elected member to 

commit to the following: 

 Sealing of Monto-Mt Perry and Gayndah Mt Perry Roads 
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6. RoadTek are taking our jobs and 

therefore our viability. 

Let’s talk about the return of the viability clause for 

outer regional local governments. 

The following motion was carried at the QLD Local Government conference in 

Gladstone, October 2017.  

Motion:  That the Local Government Association of Queensland calls on the 

State Government to reinstatement of the awarding of RPC/FMPC the viability 

principle for Council’s and to reverse the increase of works being delivered in-

house by RoadTek that were delivered previously by Local Government. 

Background: Council is concerned that the incrase of drive in contractors to the 

region and the increase of works previously undertaken by Local Government 

now being delivered by Road Tech. 

The Financial Management Guidelines for the definition of owned sourced 

revenue.  It is states that slaes revenue is included, however as it is 

demonstrated below this causes us problems due to the reduction in this 

revenue.  The Reporting as per the guidelines do not demonstrate the full 

picture with rates increasing in some of the Council area over 100% for the 

same period as the loass of the RPC/RMPC.  The State Government no longer 

considers the awarding of RPC/RMPC as viability issue for Council and works is 

now delivered in-house by RoadTek. 

Council revenue from RPC/RMPC has dropped from 2010-11 value of 

$7,995,937 to 2015/16 value of $4,142,559. 

What is the desired outcome sought? Reinstatement of the viability principle 

and more opportunity for Councils to conduct works on Main Roads. 

What are the impacts (positive or negative) on local government? Current 

impacts are similar to FIFO with RoadTek workers travelling in to the regions to 

conduct the works and then leaving.  Also with the Financial Management 

Guidelines taking into consideration this type of revenue negatively impacts 

Council’s financial position – for example NBRC’s own source of revenue has 

dropped from 60.72% in 2010/11 to 57.59% in 2015/16.  But if you exclude 

RPC/RMPC own source revenue has increased from 39.48% in 2010/11 to 

46.19% in 2015/16. 
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Number and Title of Motion: 27 – Roads – Road Performance Contracts (RPC) 

and Road Maintenance Performance Contracts (RMPC) – Increase funding to 

Local Governments. 

Motion: That the Local Government Association of Queensland lobby the State 

Government to reinstate the awarding of RPC/RMPC to councils based on the 

local government viability principle; and that the Department of Transport and 

Main Roads review decisions to increase the amount of works being delivered 

in-house by RoadTek, where those works were previously delivered by local 

government. 

Mover: Cr R. Chambers (North Burnett) 

Seconder: Cr A. Baker (Isaac) 

 

 

 

7. Regional areas earn the money 

that the city areas spend.  

We need to reinvest some of these funds back into the 

regions they were gleaned from. 

There must be commitment to developing Queensland’s regional areas into vibrant 

communities with strong economies. 

Much of the states wealth comes from regional areas. This in turn gets redistributed quite 

unevenly across the metro areas to cater for the growing population, however if regional 

councils support the hard and soft infrastructure which allows and supports this growth to 

happen then don’t we deserve to have some of the money spent back in the regions it was 

made?  

If this doesn’t happen regional areas will continue to prop up cities which will continue to 

benefit from population growth which is the very thing which prohibits growth in regions. If 

we don’t start to think and act differently we will always have a circle of city centric growth 

and regional decline.   
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8. Pushing people out of the city is 

not a viable solution, pulling 

people into regional communities 

is.  

Jobs is part of the answer, livability answers the 

remainder. 

 

The Works for Queensland funding was the first funding of its type which allowed councils to 

invest in maintenance and livability projects. Projects such as planter boxes for our towns 

may not seem significant to much larger councils but to our community they serve to 

beautify our towns and offer some sense of livability.  

We do not have the luxury of going to a movie, taking our kids to a new whiz bang park, 

going roller skating or many other normal pursuits of city kids, so the livability of our 

regional areas need some work, and government, like it or not, is left to do the heavy lifting 

in the absence of private investors.  
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9. First hand understanding of our 

region is paramount due to its 

uniqueness. 

We need to see State Ministers visit much more 

often. 

We have been told some Ministers don’t visit as we don’t have a television station willing to 

cover their visit. Our question is, why do you need it? Shouldn’t you be visiting us to learn 

about our issues in an attempt to help us to find solutions for them?  

It is very difficult to explain some situations via the phone or via a meeting in your office in 

Brisbane. Please invest the time and energy into understanding our situation first hand, as 

only then will you be able to make the best decisions on our behalf.  
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10. Please think long term, we need 

politicians with vision. 

 

 

“Politics is not about the next 

election, it is about the future 

generations” (Kush Juma)  
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